Dengue: neuropathological findings in 5 fatal cases from Brazil.
Neuropathological examination of 5 patients with dengue who died of shock in Rio de Janeiro during an outbreak in summer 1987, showed nonspecific lesions (edema, vascular congestion, hemorrhagic foci and perivascular lymphocytic infiltrates). In one case with delayed marked neurological symptoms, several foci of perivenous demyelination were observed. Neurological manifestations are various and not uncommon in dengue, but their anatomical substratum is not known. An immunopathological mechanism has been postulated in some cases but has never been demonstrated morphologically. The perivenous leukoencephalitis observed in one of our cases could represent the morphological substratum of such an immunological mechanism.